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SATURDAY, Oéober the 20th, 1759. 


PACS TILE our fleets and armies are earning laurels 
RS abroad, while victory courts us from every quar- 

Iter, while our foldiers and failors not only re+ 
trieve the fame of) Englith valour, but raife our 
reputation above whatever hiftory can thew; and mark the reign 
of George the Second,:as the great period of Britith glory; 
our citizens’’and mechanics at home! are by no means.idle, but 
deal blow for blow, and once more’ flay the flaia. 

Ir triumphs are gained abroad, we fhout for, the victory at 
home 3 if they illuminate a city that foon mut fall with infer- 
nal fire of bombs and hand-granades, we. illuminate our ftrects 
not lefs with faggots and candles ;_ if “their artillery thunders de- 
ftruction in the ears of the enemy; eccho them, with {quibs 
and crackers at home, no lefs terrifying to a female ear; if 


forhe won fighting for their country lofe their lives and fall 
\ dead 
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dead on the field of battle in its defence ; we have our boats 
as well as they, and can produce our hundreds who have © upon 
this occafion bravely become votaries for their country, and 
with true patriotifm not difdained to fall dead---drunk in every 


houfe. 


O fortuna mors que nature debita pro patria potifimum 
reddita eft ! 


THouGH my own circumftances are fo difpofed, as neither 
to be augmented by a victory, nor influenced by a defeat, yet 
I cannot behold the univerfal joy of my countrymen without a 
fecret exultation, and am induced to forget the ravages of war 
and human calamity, in national fatisfaction. I could not there- 
fore help, upon our recent conqueft, to purfue the triumph from 
face to face, to fee its different effects upon the different ranks 
of people, and encreafe my own fatisfaction, as if by reflection 


from theirs. 
Resotvep therefore to feek adventures from Ludgate to 


a : Charing-crofs, I left my lodgings on the night of the illumi- 
nation ; with all the intrinfic nothingnefs of a bufy man, yet 
with the feeming importance of a man of bufinefs ;. determined 
to juftle in every crowd, to mix in every company, and peep 
in at every frequented place of refort. | 

Tue firft fcene curiofity led me to was Athley’s Pusch: 
houfe, where the whole company feemed deeply attentive to 
the old waiter, who ufually ferves his cuftomers with politics 

and punch. _He was on this occafion giving the audience a 
geographical defcription of the city of Paris. ‘* Paris may 
** be about two hundred miles off ; it is half as big as Lon- 

« don ; there they make your lace and fuch fort of ftuff ; it 
« is a very pretty place to be fure, and would afford our bat- 
*‘ talions of guards very pretty picking. The walls cannot 
“ ftand a fiege of four and twenty hours ; it is nothing but 


“« {weeping up through om kingdom, and taking Lewis the 
Small 
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“¢ Small by the beard. Lord, Sir, they could never ftand it, 
«* for how can French fellows fight when they are drunk 
«« with punch. If I were fecretary of ftate, may this be my 
«* poifon, but I would thew thema trick. Only fail up forty 
« men of war to their very gates, and where would they be 
« then?” The whole company, who were every bit as fan- 
guine as he, acquiefced in the juftice and vigour of his mea- 
{ures : The French monarch was depofed, the Englith ftandard 
was erected upon the Baftile, and every perfon prefent feemed 
to enjoy the plunder by anticipation. 

Upon leaving this, my attention was next attracted by a 
poor tradefman and his wife who were at variance in the ftreets : 
The woman, whofe patriotifm was by no means fo ftrong as 
that of her hufband, was afluring the mob, who had officioufly 
gathered round not to prevent, but to promote a quarrel, that 
he had fent his waiftcoat to the pawnbrokers, in order to buy 
candles for the illumination. The hufband, who was, it feems, 
a journeyman fhoemaker, damned her for being a Jacobite in 
her heart; that fhe had not a fpice of loyalty in her whole 
body ; that fhe was as fond of getting drunk one day as ano- 
ther: If the French had got the better, continues he, what 
would become of our property ? If Monfieurs in wooden thoes 
come among us, what would become of the gentle craft, what 
would become of the nation, when perhaps Madam Pompa~ 
dour herfelf might have thoes fcoped out of an old pear-tree ; 
and (raifing his voice) you ungrateful flut, tell me, if the French 
papifhes had come over, d---n my blood what would become 
of our religion ? 

Goinc up Fleet-ftreet, I could not avoid admiring the ar- f 
tificial day that was formed by lights placed in every window, 
Every face dreffed in fmiles, the mob fhouting, rockets flying, 
women perfecuted by fquibs and crackers, and yet feeming 
pleafed with their diftrefs, ferved ‘to enliven the fcene, and 
might have relaxed the brow even of rigid philofophy.. sf 
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In all this confufion I could not avoid that pleafing ferenity, 
which from the appearance of fuch pageants as thefe, often 
fteals upon the mind, and infenfibly operates upon. the fpirits 
of the wife as well as the vulgar. How bleft am I, fard I to 
my@lf, who make one in this glorious politieal fociety, which 
thus preferves liberty to mankind and to itfelf ; who rejoice 
only in their conqueft over flavery, and bring mankind from 
‘bondage into freedom. Thus folitary as fam, am not greater 
than an hoft of flaves ? I, who in my little fphere contribute to 
the happinefs of mankind; am I not greater than the greateft 
monarch, whofe only boaft is unbounded power? 

Let him diétate to his flaves, and ‘ride upon the neck of 
fabmiflion.. My king, my country, and I, are friends toge- 
ther, and by a mutual intercourfe of kindnefs and ys give 
and receive focial happinefs. 

In the midft of thefe pleafing refle@tions, as I was ie oe 
ing with a ftately pace, and with all the folemnity of a'‘newly 
acquired and confcious dignity, I heard a hiffing noife in one 
of the tails of my wig, and looking about, foon perceived @ 
ftream of fire dafhing from my right ear ; I fled, it followed ; 
I fhook my head, it was pinned too clofe to be fhook off, and 
juft as I arrived at George's, it went off in a bounce. 

- I was too much difcompofed to purfue my meditations after 
fo unlucky an accident, therefore took refuge inthe coffee-room; 
where I found avery merry groupe gathered round a gentleman, 
whom I at firft imagined to be reading the Gazette, but com- 
ing clofer, found it to be an heroic poem upon the conqueft of 
Minorca. N ever was there a more fevere fatire than this upon 
the very nation which it had endeavoured to celebrate. Every 
exaggerated compliment now bore the appearance of the keen- 
eft irony. The children of Mars, the thunderbolts of war, 
the conqueft of the world, were now conftrued as burle(que, 


and ferved at intervals to make the company burit into loud 


fits‘of ‘laughter. - Where the whifkered French foldiers was 
com- 
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compared to a lion, the company immediately conceived the 
idea of a cat ; and while the poet defcribed his countrymen as 
clad in terrors, they were now univerfally allowed to want 
part of the equipage as they had no {pirits. 

From hence! travelled to Slaughter’s, where one of the com- 
pany was harranguing the reft, and affuring them that he be- 
lieved not one fyllable of the matter : Do you think, fays he, 
that the French are fuch fools as to let us deprive them of one 
of their greateft and moft ufeful poffeffions ; ridiculous! I'll 
hold any one twenty pounds---Done Sir, fays one of the com- 
pany, I'll take itup---I mean, Sir, replied the orator, I'll hold 
twenty pounds that by next poft they fing Te Deum, or contra- 
dict our Gazette. To this the other had nothing to reply, and 
our orator remained matter of the field. | 

THE Smyrna was the laft place I vifited on this occafion. 
The company here were prefcribing terms of peace to the ene- 
my, whom they looked upon as utterly undone; they firft in- 
fifted upon our keeping all North-America; they were next for 
circum{cribing the number of the French fleet, for getting. 
back Minorca, for infifting on a carte blanche: With them 
our victory feemed only gained to defer the happinefs of peace ; 
they would have every thing fettled in fuch a manner as that 
we could annoy our enemies at pleafure, without their having » 
any power tohurt us. In fhort, with an exaggerated, yet per- 
haps pardonable triumph, they were for dictating terms of 
peace, that none but a conquered nation could fubmit to. As 
I perceived that I now fpoke to men who could hearken to, 
and underftand reafon, I addreffed one of them as follows. 

Tue only ufe of victory is peace. Propofals for a reconci-. 
liation are never made with fo good a grace as from a victorious 
army. It is very poffible for a country to be very victorious and 
very wretched. The victories of Sweden have oppreffed that 
people fo much, as to render them quite infignificant in the 


political {cale of Europe ever fince. It is but prolonging the 
wifhed 
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withed for peace, to preferibe fuch terms as is confiftent nei- 
ther with the intereft or the honour of our enemies to accept. 
It is but rendering us ridiculous to expect fuch terms as we 
can never compel them to. 

A counrry at war refembles a flambeaux, the brighter it 
burns, the fooner it is often wafted. The exercife of war for a. 
fhort time may be ufeful to fociety, which grows putrid by a 
long ftagnation. Vices {pring up in a long continued peace 
from too great an admiration for commerce, and too great a 
contempt for arms ; war corrects thefe abufes, if of but a 
fhort continuance. But when prolonged beyond that ufeful 
period, it is apt to involve fociety in every diftrefs. The pro- 
perty of a country by its continuance, is transferred from the 
induftrious to the enterprizing. From men of abilities, to 
men of no other qualification but bravery ; every man who is 
enriched by the trade of war, is only rewarded from the fpoils 
of fome unhappy member of fociety, who could no longer 
live by the trade of peace. Now ; now then is the time to 
offer terms of accommodation; and as we conquer our enemies 
in war, fo let us excell them in generofity. Let us theath the 
{word that has already reeked with too much blood. Let vie- 
tory be attended by peace, for peace is the only triumph of 


victory. 


*,” In order to oblige fuch of my relations, as choofe to promote my work, Mr. 
Portrincer, my publifher, at the Dunciad in Pater-nofter-Row, has, in allufion 
to his own fign, and to the fable of Apuleius, placed a Golden A/s in his thop, 
to receive their offerings; and I doubt not but their contributions will make his 


Af; as famous for its wit, as Button’s Lion was for its eloquence. 
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